
Funding application summary - Coalface 
to Wildspace: Yorkshire 

About the project 

Provide a detailed overview of what you will do during your project.   

For example, describe any: 

• activities that you will be doing 

• events that you will be hosting   

• items or resources that you will be creating 

• heritage items or buildings you will be restoring 

• landscapes you will be improving 

This helps us to understand what your project is all about. 
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Tell us about any problems and opportunities there are relating to how: 

• your heritage is managed now and its condition 

• people engage with the heritage now 

Tell us how your project will address the above two problems and 

opportunities, and how your project fits with any local strategies or wider 

initiatives. Tell us about any feasibility and options appraisals that have been 

carried out and why your project is the best and most viable way forward. If 



your project will improve an area of landscape or townscape, tell us about the 

current condition of the area. 

How our heritage is managed and its condition 

Freshwater is crucial for all living organisms. Freshwater habitats, such 

as ponds are critical for the survival of amphibians and other wildlife 

including invertebrates, birds, reptiles, and small mammals. Terrestrial 

habitats (heathlands, grasslands & woodlands) provide foraging/over-

wintering areas for a wide range of species. Whilst most natural heritage 

groups focus their attention on protected sites, Froglife recognises the 

importance of our urban natural heritage, which is often overlooked. 

This is evidenced i
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tell us: 

• if the risk to your heritage is critical 



• about any partnership funding that is available to you now that won’t be 
in the future 

• what will happen if you do not get a grant from us 

The risk to the heritage that we represent, amphibians, reptiles, 

freshwater and terrestrial habitats is critical. Currently 59% of 

amphibians and 42% of reptiles in Europe are in population decline, with 

a further 40% of amphibians and 32% of reptiles in Europe threatened 

or near threatened with extinction (Temple & Cox 2009a, b). These 

declines are being witnessed in the UK, evidenced by Freshwater 

Habitat Trust research reporting a 50% decline in ponds, with 80% of 

those remaining, in ‘very poor’ condition. Froglife’s research on our 30-

year Toads on Roads dataset evidenced the impact of this, concluding a 

68% decline in Common Toad (Petrovan & Schmidt, 2016). RSPB’s Big 

Garden Birdwatch survey asked people to record sightings of common 

toad, with numbers of reports dropping from 25% to 17% over four-

years. These declines are seen in Yorkshire, with concerns also raised 

about declines in Great Crested Newts and Adders. 
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Provide a description of the heritage as it is today. If different types of heritage 

are involved, describe each of these. 

Provide factual information about the heritage. For example: 



• If your project is about heritage that is not physical (such as memories 
or cultural traditions), tell us about the subject and time period, if 
relevant. 

• If your project is about physical heritage (such as a building, ship, 
historic object, collection or nature reserve), give us factual information 
about it, such as its size, when it dates from, the surviving features, its 
condition and why it is important to your local area. 

Tell us:   

• if there is any official recognition of this heritage, for example, it may be 
a listed building (if so, tell us its grade) or a Site of Special Scientific 
Interest 

• what is important about the heritage, for example it may be a source of 
artistic, architecture or scientific interest 

• who the heritage is important to, such as experts and/or the local 
community 

• why the heritage is distinct or unique 

• how the heritage relates to other heritage, for example in the local area 
or nationally 

Freshwater Heritage (Ponds): Although freshwater is only 3% of the UK’s 

land surface, it supports 10% of species. Ponds are a significant wildlife 

habitat, supporting populations of at least two-thirds of Britain’s freshwater 

plant and animal species (Countryside Survey, 2007). Pond biodiversity is 

particularly significant at a regional level, where they support more plant and 

invertebrate species than other freshwater bodies (Williams et al., 2004). For 

many species ponds are their main refuge, and they are uncommon in other 

water bodies. Natural England research found that ponds support twice as 

many Biodiversity Action Plan species as lakes, and about 15% more than 

rivers and streams (Webb 2008a, b). 

Ponds also provide a range of ecosystem services such as flood attenuation, 

trapping pollutants, water storage and carbon sequestration. Ponds are a 

Biodiversity Action Plan priority and are covered by a national Biodiversity 

Action Plan. 



Urban Heritage: Ponds, People, Place & Purpose: Ponds are closely 

connected to people, place, and purpose. They have historically been created 

by people for aesthetic and leisure purposes and were features of many public 

sites in urban environments. Many of these historic ponds have been lost, 

contributing to our detachment from the natural environment, which is 

particularly the case for people living in urban environments, where children 

will often not have encountered species living in ponds, particularly 

amphibians. Ponds help us to appreciate the connection between people and 

wildlife, whilst also providing us with open views, that naturally draw us to 

them. 

Urban landscapes provide numerous purposes such as connecting us with 

wildlife. Blue/green spaces provide breathing spaces in developed areas and 

have been shown to have positive impacts on our well-being. Blue/green 

spaces provide venues for ecological and environmental education, and 

places for intrinsic enjoyment. Expanding and managing our urban blue/green 

spaces promotes species diversity, increases our quality of life, and attracts 

visitors providing an economical benefit. 

Species Heritage: Research shows that there are a variety of species living 

in urban landscapes that have adapted to the unique habitats and ecological 

conditions of these areas. Different land uses, a high diversity and abundance 

of micro-habitats and the important influence of people, helps to create a 

landscape that allows biodiversity to flourish alongside humans. The species 

we find on our allotments, school grounds and backyards, such as 

amphibians, form a large part of our ecological and cultural heritage. Across 

the seven cities the most recorded number of species are common frogs at 

2841 records, with a combined number of 1470 for all other amphibians. 

Records for reptiles are even lower with a combined number of 332. These 

records provide evidence that we need to act now if these species are to 

remain part of Yorkshire’s heritage.  

Site Specific Heritage: This project will be working at 17 sites, each with their 

own specific importance to our natural and built heritage. For example, 

Beighton Miners Welfare Recreation Ground in Sheffield was home to the 

Beighton Miners Football Club, which reached the first round of the FA Cup 

finals in 1953. Today it is a buzzing community centre offering venues for hire, 

dementia café, play groups, bar, and many other leisure activities. Behind the 

recreation ground is a large wet woodland with a pond in need of restoration 



and lends itself perfectly for pond creations. Ulley reservoir was created in 

1876, to provide drinking water to the communities of Rotherham. It was 

acquired by Rotherham Metropolitan Borough Council and is now a popular 

country park. In 1890 at Walton Colliery Pit dwellings were built for the miners. 

These were called Ings Cottages. An “Ings” is a low-lying area of land prone 

to flooding. Walton Coliery is now a nature reserve and due to its wet nature, 

has two large lakes, used mainly for fishing, there are opportunities to restore 

the smaller water bodies on the site and to create new water bodies. 

Brookfields Park, Pigfields, Kiveton, Dinnington, Bentley Shaftholme, 

Brodsworth, Phoenix Park, Cudworth, New Park Springs, Carlton Marsh and 

Dearne Valley CP are all former collieries that been converted into natural 

blue/green spaces. All offer a mosaic of habitats, with opportunities for pond 

restorations and creations. Parkgate in Skelmanthorpe is a former coal 

washing site and links with Kirklees Light Railway. Kirklees Light Railway was 

originally built to transport coal from coal sites to Parkgate where the coal was 

washed and then shipped on to Manchester. The railway has since changed 

its name to Whistlestop Valley and is a popular tourist attraction. The station 

has a pond with a good population of great crested newts; the pond is in need 

of works; the restoration of the pond will form part of the Neighbourhood 

Wildlife Corridors. 

Capital works are defined as works that create or improve an asset. These 

can include physical works to landscapes, nature and buildings, repair, 

conservation, new build, digitisation, or work to stabilise the condition of 

objects. 

Examples of capital work: 

• conservation of a heathland 

• repairs to a historic building 

• digitisation of a photographic archive 

Tell us if any capital works will be part of your project, even if this is a small 

part of your overall project. Give us an initial breakdown of the work you 

intend to carry out. 
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