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Summary  

Habitat works at Bentley Community Woodland  will involve utilising an existing ditch 

with standing water but overgrown with reeds to create a network of  six  small ponds . 

 

Introduction  

1.1  Site Background  

Bentley Community Woodland  is in the Bentley ward of Doncaster and was 

developed on the site of  the former  Bentley Colliery , following  its closure  in 1993.  

The site was regenerated as part of the National Coalfields  Programme, which 

served to repurpose old coalfield sites across the UK for the benefit of local 

communities.  It has been  managed by The Land Trust, in partnership with The 

Conservation Volunteers (TCV) , since 2004.  

 

 

Figure 1: Site location  

 

1.2  Site Description and Surrounding Area  

The site  lies between the suburbs of Bentley, Toll Bar and Arksey  and spans  94 

hectare s. There is a variety of access points.  It consists of grassland , scrub  and 

woodland , with two existing ponds  created in partnership with local schools and  

attrac ting  a number of bird species . There is a lengthy reed -filled ditch between the 



lower  main footpath and central area of  coniferous  woodland , which  holds standing  

water  and will be the focus for works.  The site is popular with dog -walkers and has 

minimal antisocial behaviour.  

 

As well as the suburbs above, the  surrounding ward includes Arksey , Shaftholme 

and some of Scawthorpe, with a total population of just over 18,000 at last census 

according to the Office for National Statistics.  58% of households in the area are 

considered to be deprived in at least one dimension – higher than the  average  of 

51.6% across England as a whole . Doncaster itself is considered to be a highly 

disadvantaged area.  

 

 

Figure 2: Aerial view of site and pit lake  

 

1.3  Herptile Records  

According to the National Biodiversity Network (NBN) Atlas  and iNaturalist, smooth 

newts and barred grass snakes have been  seen on si te. There are n o records of 

great crested newt  si ghtings within 1km , so consideration of disturbance of this 

population will not be required .  

 



Site Proposals  

2.1    Need for site works  

As stated above, t he site has known amphibian presence so focus will be placed on 

improving conditions for them further , facilitat ing  longevity of populations . The 

presence of s tanding water in the existing ditch, despite an exceptionally dry spring 

this year, gives ample opportunity for this.  

 

However, there is  currently  an overgrowth of phragmites  (reed) spanning the entire 

length of the ditch . This inhibits sunlight reaching the water, reducing temperatures 

and the growth of other freshwater vegetation. These factors  may contribute to a 

reduction in  amphibian  food availability – namely by creating suboptimal conditions 

for freshwater invertebrates – and reduces the chance of successful egg -laying.  

Clearance of phragmites and the opening  of sections of the ditch will address this . 

 

Figure 3: S outhern edge of ditch with phragmite (reed) overgrowth  

 

2.2 Specification  

External contractors  will be used for works, with excavators used to clear 

phragmites and create small ponds along the length of the ditch. This will be carried 

out in the late autumn to winter period (October to February) to reduce disturbance 

to existing amphibian populations  and any birds nesting in reed beds . No tree work 

will be required.  



 

Ponds will be around 10-12 metres in length and 5-6 metres in width , in close 

proximity to  each other as this carries the most benefit to amphibians . Ponds larger 

than the above  would make it difficult for excavators to reach the northern bank of 

the ditch, where the intention is to deposit arisings to allow freshwater invertebrates 

to make their way back into the water  (e.g. dragonfly and beetle larvae) . Some 

arisings will also be deposited  to the south edges of the ponds to  raise borders, 

reduce visibility and dissuade water access by dogs.  These arisings can be seeded 

with a native wetland wildflower mix.  

 

In addition to the above, a more decorative pond will be created on the western side 

of the ditch, visible to park visitors.  

 

 

Figure 4: Proposed pond locations  

 

Figure 5: Proposed area for  decorative pond  

 



2.3 Access and Welfare  

Access for machinery would be via the vehicle entrance on The Avenue , which also 

has a public car park  and allows good access to the south edge of the ditch . The site 

has a network of 2.5 metre wide  surfaced footpaths, along with narrower trails 

leading through woodland areas. The latter would not be required for works . 

 

 

Figure 5: Site ditch access via Avenue Road, with public car park  

 

2.4 Strategy  

Froglife will coordinate the project, in full consultation with the landowners  and all 

works will be supervised by Froglife. Following completion of the works Froglife staff 

will revisit the site in year 1, 3, 5 and 10 to carry out monitoring surveys and assess 

and advise on pond management .  


